Earth Dikes and Drainage Swales (ED/DS) EC-10

Description

Earth dikes and drainage swales are
temporary storm conveyance channels
constructed either to divert runoff around
slopes or to convey runoff to additional
sediment control BMPs prior to discharge
of runoff from a site. Drainage swales
may be lined or unlined, but if an unlined
swale is used, it must be well compacted
and capable of resisting erosive velocities.

Appropriate Uses

Earth dikes and drainage swales are
typically used to control the flow path of
runoff at a construction site by diverting
runoff around areas prone to erosion, such
as steep slopes. Earth dikes and drainage
swales may also be constructed as
temporary conveyance features. This will
direct runoff to additional sediment control
treatment BMPs, such as sediment traps or
basins.
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Photograph ED/DS-1. Example of an earth dike used to divert
flows at a construction site. Photo courtesy of CDOT.

Design and Installation

When earth dikes are used to divert water for slope protection, the earth dike typically consists of a
horizontal ridge of soil placed perpendicular to the slope and angled slightly to provide drainage along the
contour. The dike is used in conjunction with a swale or a small channel upslope of the berm to convey
the diverted water. Temporary diversion dikes can be constructed by excavation of a VV-shaped trench or
ditch and placement of the fill on the downslope side of the cut. There are two types of placement for
temporary slope diversion dikes:

= Adike located at the top of a slope to divert upland runoff away from the disturbed area and convey it
in a temporary or permanent channel.

= Adiversion dike located at the base or mid-slope of a disturbed area to intercept runoff and reduce the
effective slope length.

Depending on the project, either an earth dike or drainage swale may be more appropriate. If there isa
need for cut on the project, then an excavated drainage

swale may be better suited. When the project is primarily Earth Dikes and Drainage Swales
fill, then a conveyance constructed using a berm may be the
better option. Functions

Erosion Control Yes

All dikes or swales receiving runoff from a disturbed

area should direct stormwater to a sediment control Sfediment C.:ontrol Moderate
BMP such as a sediment trap or basin. Site/Material Management No
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EC-10 Earth Dikes and Drainage Swales (ED/DS)

Unlined dikes or swales should only be used for intercepting sheet flow runoff and are not intended
for diversion of concentrated flows.

Details with notes are provided for several design variations, including:
ED-1. Unlined Earth Dike formed by Berm

DS-1. Unlined Excavated Swale

DS-2. Unlined Swale Formed by Cut and Fill

DS-3. ECB-lined Swale

DS-4. Synthetic-lined Swale

DS-5. Riprap-lined Swale

The details also include guidance on permissible velocities for cohesive channels if unlined approaches
will be used.

Maintenance and Removal

Inspect earth dikes for stability, compaction, and signs of erosion and repair. Inspect side slopes for
erosion and damage to erosion control fabric. Stabilize slopes and repair fabric as necessary. If there is
reoccurring extensive damage, consider installing rock check dams or lining the channel with riprap.

If drainage swales are not permanent, remove dikes and fill channels when the upstream area is stabilized.
Stabilize the fill or disturbed area immediately following removal by revegetation or other permanent
stabilization method approved by the local jurisdiction.
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Earth Dikes and Drainage Swales (ED/DS) EC-10
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_— - — \\— EXISTING GRADE
ED—1. COMPACTED UNLINED EARTH DIKE FORMED BY BERM

TRANSVERSE FLOW
TO SWALE

/f-i EXISTING GRADE

COMPACTED UNLINED EXCAVATED SWALE

I||4

DS—1.
>3 v Lo
W N\ EXISTING GRADE
15" MIN )
DS—2. COMPACTED UNLINED SWALE FORMED BY CUT AND
FILL

| STAKES (SEE ECB)

ANCHOR TRENCH AT

PERIMETER OF
BLANKET AND AT
OVERLAFPING JOINTS
WITH ANY ADJACENT

ROLLS OF BLANKET
(SEE ECB)

TRANSVERSE ANCHOR TRENCHES AT
PERIMETER OF BLANKET AND AT
OVERLAPPING JOINTS WITH ANY ADJACENT

ROLLS OF BLANKET (SEE ECB)

GEOTEXTILE OR MAT
(SEE ECB)

INTERMEDIATE ANCHOR TRENCH AT
ONE-HALF ROLL LENGTH
(SEE ECB)

DS—3. ECB LINED SWALE (CUT AND FILL OR BERM)

ED/DS-3
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EC-10 Earth Dikes and Drainage Swales (ED/DS)

NO

W {5 MIN.) STAKING

30 MIL MIN.
THICKNESS

D (10" MIN.) ANCHOR TRENCH AT PERIMETER
OF BLANKET AND AT
OVERLAPPING JOINTS WITH ANY
ADJACENT ROLLS OF BLANKET,
SIMILAR TO ECB, BUT NO
STAKING

TRANSVERSE ANCHOR TRENCHES AT PERIMETER OF
BLANKET AND AT OVERLAPPING JOINTS WITH ANY
ADJACENT ROLLS OF BLANKET, SIMILAR TO ECB, BUT
NG STAKING

DS—4. SYNTHETIC LINED SWALE

INTERMEDIATE ANCHOR —

TRENCH AT ONE-HALF ROLL
LENGTH SIMILAR TO ECB,
BUT NO STAKING

W (5" MIN.)

[D (10" MIN.)

THICKNESS=2 X D530

LINE WITH AASHTO

#3 ROCK (CDOT SECT.
703, #3) OR RIPRAP
CALLED FOR IN THE
PLANS

DS—5. RIPRAP LINED SWALE

EARTH DIKE AND DRAINAGE SWALE INSTALLATION NQTES

1. SEE SITE PLAN FOR:
— LOCATION OF DIVERSION SWALE
— TYPE OF SWALE (UNLINED, COMPACTED AND/OR LINED).
— LENGTH OF EACH SWALE.
— DEPTH, D, AND WIDTH, W DIMENSIONS.
- FOR ECB/TRM LINED DITCH, SEE ECB DETAIL.
— FOR RIPRAP LINED DITCH, SIZE OF RIPRAP, D50.

2. SEE DRAINAGE PLANS FOR DETAILS OF PERMANENT CONVEYANCE FACILITIES AND/OR
DIVERSION SWALES EXCEEDING 2—-YEAR FLOW RATE OR 10 CFS.

3. EARTH DIKES AND SWALES INDICATED ON SWMP PLAN SHALL BE INSTALLED PRIOR TO
LAND—DISTURBING ACTIVITIES IN PROXIMITY.

4. EMBANKMENT IS TO BE COMPACTED TO 90% OF MAXIMUM DENSITY AND WITHIN 2% OF
OPTIMUM MOISTURE CONTENT ACCORDING TO ASTM D&98.

5. SWALES ARE TO DRAIN TO A SEDIMENT CONTROL BMP.

6. FOR LINED DITCHES, INSTALLATION OF ECB/TRM SHALL CONFORM TO THE REQUIREMENTS
OF THE ECE DETAIL.

7. WHEN CONSTRUCTION TRAFFIC MUST CROSS A DIVERSION SWALE, INSTALL A TEMPORARY
CULVERT WITH A MINIMUM DIAMETER OF 12 INCHES.
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Earth Dikes and Drainage Swales (ED/DS) EC-10

EARTH DIKE AND DRAINAGE SWALE MAINTENANCE NOTES

1. INSPECT BMPs EACH WORKDAY, AND MAINTAIN THEM IN EFFECTIVE OPERATING CONDITION.
MAINTENANCE OF BMPs SHOULD BE PROACTIVE, NOT REACTIVE. INSPECT BMPs AS SOON AS
POSSIBLE (AND ALWAYS WITHIN 24 HOURS) FOLLOWING A STORM THAT CAUSES SURFACE
ERQSION, AND PERFORM NECESSARY MAINTENANCE.

2. FREQUENT OBSERVATIONS AND MAINTENANCE ARE NECESSARY TO MAINTAIN BMPs IN
EFFECTIVE OPERATING CONDITION. INSPECTIONS AND CORRECTIVE MEASURES SHOULD BE
DOCUMENTED THOROUGHLY.

3. WHERE BMPs HAVE FAILED, REPAIR OR REPLACEMENT SHOULD BE INITIATED UPON
DISCOVERY OF THE FAILURE.

4. SWALES SHALL REMAIN IN PLACE UNTIL THE END OF CONSTRUCTION; IF APPROVED BY
LOCAL JURISDICTION, SWALES MAY BE LEFT IN PLACE.

5. WHEN A SWALE IS REMOVED, THE DISTURBED AREA SHALL BE COVERED WITH TOPSQIL,
SEEDED AND MULCHED OR OTHERWISE STABILIZED IN A MANNER APPROVED BY LOCAL
JURISDICTION.

(DETAIL ADAPTED FROM DOUGLAS COUNTY, COLORADO AND THE CITY OF COLORADO SPRINGS, COLORADO, NOT AVAILABLE IN
AUTOCAD)

NOTE: MANY JURISDICTIONS HAVE BMP DETAILS THAT VARY FROM UDFCD STANDARD DETAILS.
CONSULT WITH LOCAL JURISDICTIONS AS TO WHICH DETAIL SHOULD BE USED WHEN
DIFFERENCES ARE NOTED.
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