Chemical Treatment (CT) SC-10

Description

Chemical treatment for erosion and
sediment control can take several forms:

1. Applying chemicals to disturbed
surfaces to reduce erosion (these uses
are discussed in the Soil Binders Fact
Sheet).

2. Adding flocculants to sedimentation
ponds or tanks to enhance sediment
removal prior.

3. Using proprietary barriers or flow- Photograph CT-1. Proprietary chemical treatment system being
' . g used on a construction site with sensitive receiving waters. Photo
through devices containing flocculants courtesy of WWE.

(e.g., "floc logs™).

The use of flocculants as described in No. 2 and No. 3 above will likely require special permitting.
Check with the state permitting agency. See the Soil Binder BMP Fact Sheet for information on
surface application of chemical treatments, as described in No. 1.

Appropriate Uses

At sites with fine-grained materials such as clays, chemical addition to sedimentation ponds or tanks can
enhance settling of suspended materials through flocculation.

Prior to selecting and using chemical treatments, it is important to check state and local permit
requirements related to their use.

Design and Installation

Due to variations among proprietary chemical treatment methods, design details are not provided for this
BMP. Chemical feed systems for sedimentation ponds, settling tanks and dewatering bags should be
installed and operated in accordance with manufacturer's recommendations and applicable regulations.
Alum and chitosan are two common chemicals used as flocculants. Because the potential long-term
impact of these chemicals to natural drainageways is not yet fully understood, the state does not currently
allow chemical addition under the CDPS General Stormwater Construction Discharge Permit. Additional
permitting may be necessary, which may include sampling requirements and numeric discharge limits.

Any devices or barriers containing chemicals should be installed following manufacturer's guidelines.
Check for state and local jurisdiction usage restrictions and requirements before including these practices
in the SWMP and implementing them onsite.

Chemical Treatment
Functions
Erosion Control Moderate
Sediment Control Yes
Site/Material Management No
November 2010 Urban Drainage and Flood Control District CT-1
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Maintenance and Removal

Chemical feed systems for sedimentation ponds or tanks should be maintained in accordance with
manufacturer's recommendations and removed when the systems are no longer being used. Accumulated
sediment should be dried and disposed of either at a landfill or in accordance with applicable regulations.

Barriers and devices containing chemicals should be removed and replaced when tears or other damage to
the devices are observed. These barriers should be removed and properly disposed of when the site has
been stabilized.
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