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EXERCISE FLASH FLOOD WATCH

NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE DENVER CO

3:12 AM MST MON APR 6 2009

COZ030-032-035-035-038-039-062300-

EAST JACKSON AND EAST GRAND COUNTIES BELOW 7000 FEET/WEST AND SOUTH LARIMER COUNTY/BOULDER/GILPIN/CLEAR CREEK COUNTIES/NORTH AND EAST PARK COUNTY/JEFFERSON COUNTY

A STRONG SPRING STORM WILL SLOWLY MOVE ACROSS THE NEW MEXICO/ COLORADO BORDER TODAY...WITH A DEEP EASTERLY FLOW OF MOIST AIR DEVELOPING ACROSS NORTHEAST COLORADO.  RAIN OVER THE NORTHERN MOUNTAINS AND HIGH VALLEYS WILL DEVELOP EAST OF THE DIVIDE THIS MORNING...BECOMING HEAVY AT TIMES BY MID MORNING.  

RAINFALL AMOUNTS IN THE WATCH AREA WILL POTENTIALLY RANGE FROM THREE TO SIX INCHES...WITH THE HIGHEST AMOUNTS PROJECTED ALONG A TRACK FROM MEEKER PARK, ALLENSPARK, RAYMOND, SALINA, CRISMAN, ORODELL, AND BOULDER. THERE IS EXPECTED TO BE SIGNIFICANT OROGRAPHIC ENHANCEMENT OF RAINFALL ASSOCIATED WITH STRONG EAST WINDS. 

THE POTENTIAL EXISTS FOR A 6 HOUR PERIOD OF STEADY HEAVY RAIN THIS AFTERNOON.   THERE IS A SLIGHT CHANCE OF THUNDERSTORMS. RAINFALL RATES OVER ONE INCH PER HOUR ARE POSSIBLE DURING THE PEAK OF THE STORM...POTENTIALLY EXCEEDING BURN AREA THRESHOLDS ESTABLISHED BY THE UNITED STATES GEOLOGICAL SURVEY (USGS). IN ADDITION TO BURN AREA CONCERNS...THIS STORM SYSTEM WILL LIKELY BRING URBAN AND SMALL STREAM FLOODING CONCERNS TO MUCH OF THE REGION DUE TO SOIL MOISTURE SATURATION FROM RECENT RAINFALL AND SNOWMELT. RAIN WILL CHANGE TO SNOW AND BECOME HEAVY AT TIMES TONIGHT ABOVE 7000 FEET.  

SPOTTER INFORMATION STATEMENT...SPOTTER ACTIVATION NOT REQUIRED AT THIS TIME. AS CONDITIONS CHANGE WITH THIS STORM SYSTEM, SPOTTER ACTIVATION MAY BE REQUIRED.  
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