Rolled Erosion Control Products (RECP) EC-6

Description

Rolled Erosion Control Products
(RECPs) include a variety of
temporary or permanently installed
manufactured products designed to
control erosion and enhance vegetation
establishment and survivability,
particularly on slopes and in channels.
For applications where natural
vegetation alone will provide sufficient
permanent erosion protection,
temporary products such as netting,
open weave textiles and a variety of
erosion control blankets (ECBs) made

of biodegradable natural materials Photograph RECP-1. Erosion control blanket protecting the slope from
(e.g., straw, coconut fiber) can be used.  erosion and providing favorable conditions for revegetation.

For applications where natural

vegetation alone will not be sustainable under expected flow conditions, permanent rolled erosion control
products such as turf reinforcement mats (TRMs) can be used. In particular, turf reinforcement mats are
designed for discharges that exert velocities and sheer stresses that exceed the typical limits of mature
natural vegetation.

Appropriate Uses

RECPs can be used to control erosion in conjunction with revegetation efforts, providing seedbed
protection from wind and water erosion. These products are often used on disturbed areas on steep
slopes, in areas with highly erosive soils, or as part of drainageway stabilization. In order to select the
appropriate RECP for site conditions, it is important to have a general understanding of the general types
of these products, their expected longevity, and general characteristics.

The Erosion Control Technology Council (ECTC 2005) characterizes rolled erosion control products
according to these categories:

= Mulch control netting: A planar woven natural fiber or extruded geosynthetic mesh used as a
temporary degradable rolled erosion control product to anchor loose fiber mulches.

= Open weave textile: A temporary degradable rolled erosion control product composed of processed
natural or polymer yarns woven into a matrix, used to provide erosion control and facilitate
vegetation establishment.

= Erosion control blanket (ECB): A temporary

degradable rolled erosion control product composed of

processed natural or polymer fibers which are Rolled Erosion Control Products

mechanically, structurally or chemically bound together

to form a continuous matrix to provide erosion control Functions

and facilitate vegetation establishment. ECBs can be Erosion Control Yes

further differentiated into rapidly degrading single-net Sediment Control No

and double-net types or slowly degrading types. Site/Material Management No
November 2010 Urban Drainage and Flood Control District RECP-1

Urban Storm Drainage Criteria Manual VVolume 3



EC-6 Rolled Erosion Control Products (RECP)

» Turf Reinforcement Mat (TRM): A rolled erosion control product composed of non-degradable
synthetic fibers, filaments, nets, wire mesh, and/or other elements, processed into a permanent, three-
dimensional matrix of sufficient thickness. TRMs, which may be supplemented with degradable
components, are designed to impart immediate erosion protection, enhance vegetation establishment
and provide long-term functionality by permanently reinforcing vegetation during and after
maturation. Note: TRMs are typically used in hydraulic applications, such as high flow ditches and
channels, steep slopes, stream banks, and shorelines, where erosive forces may exceed the limits of
natural, unreinforced vegetation or in areas where limited vegetation establishment is anticipated.

Tables RECP-1 and RECP-2 provide guidelines for selecting rolled erosion control products appropriate
to site conditions and desired longevity. Table RECP-1 is for conditions where natural vegetation alone
will provide permanent erosion control, whereas Table RECP-2 is for conditions where vegetation alone
will not be adequately stable to provide long-term erosion protection due to flow or other conditions.
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Table RECP-1. ECTC Standard Specification for Temporary Rolled Erosion Control Products
(Adapted from Erosion Control Technology Council 2005)

Slope Channel Minimum Expected
Product Description A Iicariions* Apolications* Tensile Longevity
bp PP Strength’
Maximum 25 | Max. Shear
Gradient | © Factor Stress®*®
: ) <0.10 @ 0.25 Ibs/ft? 5 lbs/ft
Mulch Control Nets 5:1 (H:V) 51 (12 Pa) (0.073 kN/m)
Netless Rolled 2
X . . <0.10 @ 0.5 Ibs/ft 5 lbs/ft
crosion Control 4:1 (H:V) a1 (24 Pa) (0.073 kN/m)
ankets Up to 12
Single-net Erosion ) months
Control Blankets & 3:1 (H:V) 50'31_? @ 1'§2|b;/ft 05703IﬁsN/1/°t
Open Weave Textiles ' (72Pa) ©. m)
Double-net Erosion 21 (H:V) <0.20 @ 1.75 Ibs/ft? 75 lbs/ft
Control Blankets ' ' 2:1 (84 Pa) (2.09 kN/m)
: ) <0.10 @ 0.25 Ibs/ft? 25 lbs/ft
Mulch Control Nets 5:1 (H:V) £1 (12 Pa) (0.36 kN/m) 24 months
Erosion Control
Blankets & Open . <0.25 @ 2.00 Ibs/ft? 100 Ibs/ft
Weave Textiles L&L(H:V) | 75 (96 Pa) (1.45 kN/m) 24 months
(slowly degrading)
Erosion Control 2
<0.25 @ 2.25 lbs/ft 125 Ibs/ft
Blankets & Open 1:1 (H:V 36 months
Weave Text“gs (HV) 1:1 (108 Pa) (1.82 kN/m)

* C Factor and shear stress for mulch control nettings must be obtained with netting used in conjunction
with pre-applied mulch material. (See Section 5.3 of Chapter 7 Construction BMPs for more information
on the C Factor.)

! Minimum Average Roll Values, Machine direction using ECTC Mod. ASTM D 5035.

2 C Factor calculated as ratio of soil loss from RECP protected slope (tested at specified or greater
gradient, H:V) to ratio of soil loss from unprotected (control) plot in large-scale testing.

® Required minimum shear stress RECP (unvegetated) can sustain without physical damage or excess
erosion (> 12.7 mm (0.5 in) soil loss) during a 30-minute flow event in large-scale testing.

* The permissible shear stress levels established for each performance category are based on historical
experience with products characterized by Manning's roughness coefficients in the range of 0.01 - 0.05.

> Acceptable large-scale test methods may include ASTM D 6459, or other independent testing deemed
acceptable by the engineer.

® Per the engineer’s discretion. Recommended acceptable large-scale testing protocol may include ASTM
D 6460, or other independent testing deemed acceptable by the engineer.
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Table RECP-2. ECTC Standard Specification for Permanent® Rolled Erosion Control Products
(Adapted from: Erosion Control Technology Council 2005)

Slope L
Product Type Applications Channel Applications
Maximum Maximum M.I_Igr']r;?em
. 45
Gradient Shear Stress Strengthz’s
TRMs with a minimum thickness of 0.5:1 (H:V) 6.0 ls/ft? (288 Pa) 125 Ibs/ft (1.82
0.25 inches (6.35 mm) per ASTM D kN/m)
6525 and UV stability of 80% per
ASTM D 4355 (500 hours ) ) 2 150 Ibs/ft (2.19
exposure). 0.5:1 (H:V) 8.0 Ibs/ft” (384 Pa) KN/m)
. . 2 175 lbs/ft (2.55
0.5:1 (H:V) 10.0 Ibs/ft® (480 Pa) KN/m)

! For TRMs containing degradable components, all property values must be obtained on the non-
degradable portion of the matting alone.

2 Minimum Average Roll Values, machine direction only for tensile strength determination using ASTM
D 6818 (Supersedes Mod. ASTM D 5035 for RECPs)

* Field conditions with high loading and/or high survivability requirements may warrant the use of a TRM
with a tensile strength of 44 kN/m (3,000 Ib/ft) or greater.

* Required minimum shear stress TRM (fully vegetated) can sustain without physical damage or excess
erosion (> 12.7 mm (0.5 in.) soil loss) during a 30-minute flow event in large scale testing.

> Acceptable large-scale testing protocols may include ASTM D 6460, or other independent testing
deemed acceptable by the engineer.

Design and Installation

RECPs should be installed according to manufacturer’s specifications and guidelines. Regardless of the
type of product used, it is important to ensure no gaps or voids exist under the material and that all
corners of the material are secured using stakes and trenching. Continuous contact between the product
and the soil is necessary to avoid failure. Never use metal stakes to secure temporary erosion control
products. Often wooden stakes are used to anchor RECPs; however, wood stakes may present installation
and maintenance challenges and generally take a long time to biodegrade. Some local jurisdictions have
had favorable experiences using biodegradable stakes.

This BMP Fact Sheet provides design details for several commonly used ECB applications, including:
ECB-1 Pipe Outlet to Drainageway
ECB-2 Small Ditch or Drainageway

ECB-3 Outside of Drainageway
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Staking patterns are also provided in the design details according to these factors:
= ECBtype
= Slope or channel type

For other types of RECPs including TRMs, these design details are intended to serve as general
guidelines for design and installation; however, engineers should adhere to manufacturer’s installation
recommendations.

Maintenance and Removal

Inspection of erosion control blankets and other RECPs includes:

= Check for general signs of erosion, including voids beneath the mat. If voids are apparent, fill the
void with suitable soil and replace the erosion control blanket, following the appropriate staking
pattern.

= Check for damaged or loose stakes and secure loose portions of the blanket.

Erosion control blankets and other RECPs that are biodegradable typically do not need to be removed
after construction. If they must be removed, then an alternate soil stabilization method should be installed
promptly following removal.

Turf reinforcement mats, although generally resistant to biodegradation, are typically left in place as a
dense vegetated cover grows in through the mat matrix. The turf reinforcement mat provides long-term
stability and helps the established vegetation resist erosive forces.
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Rolled Erosion Control Products (RECP)

|ON T N INST. 10N T

1. SEE PLAN VIEW FOR:
—LOCATION OF ECB.

-TYPE OF ECB (STRAW, STRAW-COCONUT, COCONUT, OR EXCELSIOR).
—AREA, A, IN SQUARE YARDS OF EACH TYPE QF ECB.

2. 100% NATURAL AND BIODEGRADABLE MATERIALS ARE PREFERRED FOR RECPs, ALTHOUGH
SOME JURISDICTIONS MAY ALLOW OTHER MATERIALS IN SOME APPLICATIONS.

3. IN AREAS WHERE ECBs ARE SHOWN ON THE PLANS, THE PERMITTEE SHALL PLACE
TOPSOIL AND PERFORM FINAL GRADING, SURFACE PREFARATION, AND SEEDING AND MULCHING.
SUBGRADE SHALL BE SMOOTH AND MOIST PRIOR TO ECB INSTALLATION AND THE ECB SHALL
BE IN FULL CONTACT WITH SUBGRADE. NO GAPS OR VOIDS SHALL EXIST UNDER THE
BLANKET.

4. PERIMETER ANCHOR TRENCH SHALL BE USED ALONG THE OUTSIDE PERIMETER OF ALL
BLANKET AREAS.

5. JOINT ANCHOR TRENCH SHALL BE USED TO JOIN ROLLS OF ECBs TOGETHER
(LONGITUDINALLY AND TRANSVERSELY) FOR ALL ECBs EXCEPT STRAW WHICH MAY USE
AN OVERLAPPING JOINT.

6. INTERMEDIATE ANCHOR TRENCH SHALL BE USED AT SPACING OF ONE—-HALF ROLL LENGTH
FOR COCONUT AND EXCELSIOR ECBs.

7. OVERLAPPING JOINT DETAIL SHALL BE USED TO JOIN ROLLS OF ECBs TOGETHER FOR ECBs
ON SLOPES.

8. MATERIAL SPECIFICATIONS OF ECBs SHALL CONFORM TO TABLE ECB-1.

9. ANY AREAS OF SEEDING AND MULCHING DISTURBED IN THE PROCESS OF INSTALLING ECBS
SHALL BE RESEEDED AND MULCHED.

10. DETAILS ON DESIGN PLANS FOR MAJOR DRAINAGEWAY STABILIZATION WILL GOVERN IF
DIFFERENT FROM THOSE SHOWN HERE.

TABLE ECB—1. ECB MATERIAL SPECIFICATIONS
e COCONUT STRAW | EXCELSIOR | RECOMMENDED
CONTENT | CONTENT | CONTENT NETTING**
DOUBLE/
* _ _

STRAW 100% SouBLE/
STRAW— DOUBLE/
coconuT | 30% MIN | 707 MAX - DOUBLE/
- - DOUBLE /
COCONUT 100% DOUBLE/
EXCELSIOR DOUBLE/
- - 100% NATURAL

*STRAW ECBs MAY ONLY BE USED QUTSIDE OF STREAMS AND DRAINAGE CHANMEL.

**ALTERMATE METTING MAY BE ACCEPTABLE IN SOME JURISDICTIONS
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EROSION CONTROL BILANKET MAINTENANCE NOTES

1. INSPECT BMPs EACH WORKDAY, AND MAINTAIN THEM IN EFFECTIVE OPERATING CONDITION.
MAINTENANCE OF BMPs SHOULD BE PROACTIVE, NOT REACTIVE. INSPECT BMPs AS SOON AS
POSSIBLE (AND ALWAYS WITHIN 24 HOURS) FOLLOWING A STORM THAT CAUSES SURFACE
ERQSION, AND PERFORM NECESSARY MAINTENANCE.

2. FREQUENT OBSERVATIONS AND MAINTENANCE ARE NECESSARY TO MAINTAIN BMPs IN
EFFECTIVE OPERATING CONDITION. INSPECTIONS AND CORRECTIVE MEASURES SHOULD BE
DOCUMENTED THOROUGHLY.

3. WHERE BMPs HAVE FAILED, REPAIR OR REPLACEMENT SHOULD BE INITIATED UPON
DISCOVERY OF THE FAILURE.

4. ECBs SHALL BE LEFT IN PLACE TO EVENTUALLY BIODEGRADE, UNLESS REQUESTED TO BE
REMOVED BY THE LOCAL JURISDICTION.

5. ANY ECB PULLED QUT, TORN, OR OTHERWISE DAMAGED SHALL BE REPAIRED OR
REINSTALLED. ANY SUBGRADE AREAS BELOW THE GEOTEXTILE THAT HAVE ERODED TO CREATED
A VOID UNDER THE BLANKET, OR THAT REMAIN DEVOID OF GRASS SHALL BE REPAIRED,
RESEEDED AND MULCHED AND THE ECB REINSTALLED.

NOTE: MANY JURISDICTIONS HAVE BMP DETAILS THAT VARY FROM UDFCD STANDARD DETAILS.
CONSULT WITH LOCAL JURISDICTIONS AS TO WHICH DETAIL SHOULD BE USED WHEN
DIFFERENCES ARE NOTED.

(DETNLS ADAPTED FROM DOUGLAS COUNTY, COLORADO AND TOWN OF PARKER COLORADD, NOT AVAILABLE IM AUTOCAD)
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