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Photograph TOP-1.  Riprap outlet protection.  

Description  
Outlet protection helps to reduce erosion 
immediately downstream of a pipe, 
culvert, slope drain, rundown or other 
conveyance with concentrated, high-
velocity flows.  Typical outlet protection 
consists of riprap or rock aprons at the 
conveyance outlet. 

Appropriate Uses 
Outlet protection should be used when a 
conveyance discharges onto a disturbed 
area where there is potential for accelerated 
erosion due to concentrated flow.  Outlet 
protection should be provided where the velocity at the culvert outlet exceeds the maximum permissible 
velocity of the material in the receiving channel.   

Note:  This Fact Sheet and detail are for temporary outlet protection, outlets that are intended to be used 
for less than 2 years.  For permanent, long-term outlet protection, see the Major Drainage chapter of 
Volume 1. 

Design and Installation 
Design outlet protection to handle runoff from the largest drainage area that may be contributing runoff 
during construction (the drainage area may change as a result of grading).  Key in rock, around the entire 
perimeter of the apron, to a minimum depth of 6 inches for stability.  Extend riprap to the height of the 
culvert or the normal flow depth of the downstream channel, whichever is less.  Additional erosion 
control measures such as vegetative lining, turf reinforcement mat and/or other channel lining methods 
may be required downstream of the outlet protection if the channel is susceptible to erosion.  See Design 
Detail OP-1 for additional information. 

Maintenance and Removal 
Inspect apron for damage and displaced rocks.  If rocks are missing or significantly displaced, repair or 
replace as necessary.  If rocks are continuously missing or displaced, consider increasing the size of the 
riprap or deeper keying of the perimeter. 

Remove sediment accumulated at the outlet before the outlet protection becomes buried and ineffective.  
When sediment accumulation is noted, check that upgradient BMPs, including inlet protection, are in 
effective operating condition.  

Outlet protection may be removed once the pipe is no longer 
draining an upstream area, or once the downstream area has 
been sufficiently stabilized.  If the drainage pipe is 
permanent, outlet protection can be left in place; however, 
permanent outlet protection should be designed and 
constructed in accordance with the requirements of the 
Major Drainage chapter of Volume 2.  

Outlet Protection 
Functions   
Erosion Control Yes 
Sediment Control Moderate 
Site/Material Management No 
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