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Photograph SBB-1.  Straw bale barrier used for perimeter control.  
Photo courtesy of Tom Gore. 

Description 
A straw bale barrier is a linear wall of 
straw bales designed to intercept sheet 
flow and trap sediment before runoff exits 
a disturbed area.    

Appropriate Uses 
Appropriate uses of properly installed 
straw bale barriers may include: 

 As a perimeter control for a site or soil 
stockpile. 

 As a sediment control at the toe of an 
erodible slope. 

 Along the edge of a stream or drainage 
pathway to reduce sediment laden runoff from entering the waterway. 

 As part of an inlet protection design in sump conditions (See Inlet Protection BMP). 

Do not use straw bale barriers in areas of concentrated flow or in areas where ponding is not desirable.  
Straw bales tend to degrade quickly, so they should generally not be used in areas where longer term 
disturbance is expected.   

Due to a history of inappropriate placement, poor installation, and short effective lifespan, the use of 
straw bales is discouraged or prohibited by some communities.   

Design and Installation 
The maximum recommended tributary drainage area per 100 lineal feet of straw bale barrier is 0.25 acres 
with a disturbed slope length of up to 150 feet and a tributary slope gradient no steeper than 3:1; longer 
and steeper slopes require additional measures.  Design details with notes are provided in Detail SBB-1.  
To be effective, bales must be installed in accordance with the design details with proper trenching, 
staking, and binding.  Jute and cotton string must not be used to bind the straw bale.  The bales should be 
certified weed-free prior to use. 

Maintenance and Removal 
Check bales for rotting and replace as necessary.  Straw bales degrade, and rotting bales require 
replacement on a regular basis (as often as every three months) depending on environmental conditions.  
Check for undercutting, bypassed flows, and displacement.  
Repair by properly re-installing the straw bale barrier and 
repairing washouts around the bales.  Remove sediment 
accumulated behind the bale when it reaches one-quarter of 
the bale height.  Remove and properly dispose of the straw 
bale once the upstream area has been stabilized.  Areas of 
disturbance beneath the bale should be seeded and mulched 
when the bale is removed. 

Straw Bale Barrier 
Functions   
Erosion Control No 
Sediment Control Moderate 
Site/Material Management No 
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